James Cittie Emerges
Supporting A New Dig
Where did the settlers live?
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A Dig and A Book
Projects We Support

In 1608, James Fort began to expand eastward when the
colonists added three sides to the 1607 triangular fort, nearly
doubling their settlement size. Historians estimate that 300400 people were dwelling here by 1609. As David Givens,
Jamestown Rediscovery’s Director of Archaeology, notes in
our Spring 2021 magazine, few home sites have been found,
even though John Smith wrote after January of 1608 that
“fortie or fiftie several houses keepe us warme and dry”.
Past excavations have given the archaeologists tantalizing
clues: a pit with English and Powhatan items, furrows of a
garden, post holes, and charcoal atop fire-reddened earth at
the Memorial Church entrance. Was this ash evidence of the
1608 fire or evidence of the 1676 burning of Jamestown,
including the Church, during Bacon’s Rebellion? Or
something else? The first women, Mistress Forrest and her
maid, Anne Burras, arrived in 1608. Are the garden furrows
theirs? Jamestown continues to provide the “buried truth”
about our ancestors and our nation’s past.

The Job is Not Finished!
Where were these many homes? What were they
like? Jamestown Rediscovery seeks a $76,000 gift
from the Jamestowne Society to explore areas
where early homesites may be. This eastern
extension of James Fort appears to offer clues about
Powhatan and English interaction – a story not yet
fully told. Society members’ gifts last year funded
rebuilding of The Barracks, housing for soldiers
and perhaps others. Now we have the opportunity
with gifts, small and large, to pursue archaeology in
this area beyond the initial 1607 fort. Despite over
400 years of activity, intact historic soils hide an
exciting story. We can help archaeologists tease
this story out of the dirt to tell us how a small fort
on the James River’s edge became “James Cittie”.

Visitors Share the Experience
During excavations a temporary structure will be
built over the dig site to protect the site, the
artifacts, archaeologists, AND VISITORS who will
be allowed to see work in progress and share the
excitement.
Our funding supports the dig and
interpretative educational signs for the site.

Every Gift Makes A Difference!
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Sidney E. King’s hypothetical view of Jamestown as it expanded to the east

Bone Biographies
Smithsonian Museum Partnership
Who is Dr. Owsley?
The esteemed Dr. Douglas Owsley has consulted with
Jamestown Rediscovery since the early years of Dr.
William Kelso’s archaeology work on the island. Dr.
Owsley is the Curator of Biological Anthropology at the
Smithsonian’s Museum of Natural History. He and his
Smithsonian team helped identify the remains of the four
men buried in the chancel of the 1608 church and of
Captain Bartholomew Gosnold buried just outside the
Fort. We learned the cause of death of “JR” and can now
see the reconstructed face of “Jane” through Dr. Owsley’s
forensic interpretation.

Dr. Douglas Owsley with Voorhees Archaearium Director
Jamie May and Director of Archaeology David Givens

What was the settlers’ diet? Where were their homes in
England? What caused their deaths?
The Jamestowne Society is excited to partner with the

Smithsonian in publishing an important book on Dr.
Owsley’s decades of research at Jamestown and St.
Mary’s City, Maryland, giving the historian's synoptic
view, while also telling individual stories. For example,
isotopes in bone fragments can identify what part of
England a settler was from or if he was born in
America. Corn, wheat, and barley each leave different
isotopes, as does drinking water. Owsley's book will be
titled Life and Death in the Chesapeake, 1607-1800:
Bone Biographies of “Becoming American.” This book
uses surviving 17th Century documents, bone forensics,
and material artifacts to tell historians and family
researchers how each American settlements drew from
different English communities.

Every Gift Makes a Difference

David Givens, Jamestown Rediscovery’s Director of
Archaeology, using ground penetrating radar
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Owsley’s book, Jamestown Rediscovery’s archaeological
explorations, the graduate student research fellowship, and
the restoration of colonial records all combine to shine a
spotlight into the past. Large or small gifts to these funds
support work that creates modern anthropological
expeditions into the early settlers’ daily lives. Please
donate to help this important work continue. Thank you.
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To give to the Jamestowne Society, please complete and mail
this form to: The Jamestowne Society, P.O. Box 6845,
Richmond, VA 23230. You may send a check or make a gift by
credit card online at www.jamestowne.org.
For more information about making a contribution with
appreciated stock, or funds from a 401K or IRA or in your Will
please contact Bonnie Hofmeyer, Executive Director, at 804-3531226 or at jamestowne.society@verizon.net.
Gifts are understood to be unrestricted unless designated to a
specific fund by the donor. As a 501(c)(3) organization, gifts to
The Jamestowne Society are tax-deductible.

Name

Address

City/State/Zip

Email
Please check if this is a new address or email.
DESIGNATION (one or more funds)
$
William M. Kelso Archaeology Fund (Eastern Expansion)
$__________ Publications and Exhibits Fund (Dr. Owsley’s Book)
$
Harrison Tyler Fund (unrestricted giving)
$
Elizabeth Wingo Fund (restoration of colonial records)
$
Alice Massey-Nesbitt Fund (student research fellowship)

ATTRIBUTION
Please list my name as a Society individual donor on the Roll of
Honor: OR
Please have____________________________, a Jamestowne
company, climb the Roll of Honor. My name will also be listed in
the Magazine IF I notify my company to request this.
This gift is (please circle) in honor of / in memory of:
___________________________________________
PAYMENT
Payment has been made by credit card.
Enclosed in the provided self-addressed envelope are this
form and my check payable to The Jamestowne Society.

